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From The Office
Our Campden staff would like to welcome returning students who have made Campden their home school, as well as extend a warm welcome to new students and their families to our school community. We trust that you and your family had a terrific summer. Ms Ramsey and her crew of helpers worked extremely hard to ensure our building was ready for our return, and our staff has been busy preparing for another fabulous year of learning.  We are pleased to welcome Ms. James FSL and prep, Mrs. Maddison EA, and Mrs. Sommers EA as part of our Campden staff.  To keep you informed about the many activities and events at Campden, we will send home a newsletter each month with the youngest family member. We certainly recognize the importance of good communication between home and school. We feel fortunate to have the support of families who value education and foster a love of learning in their home.  Please do not hesitate to call us if you have any questions, concerns, or if you’d like to pass along a compliment!!  We look forward to seeing you at our Open House BBQ and Book Fair on Wednesday, September 15th.  Both Mrs. Leskiw-Janvary and I are honoured to be working with such a dedicated staff, wonderful student body, and fabulous Campden community! We are truly excited about this school year and will continue our endeavour to ACHIEVE SUCCESS TOGETHER!!

Mrs. K. Leskiw-Janvary, Principal


Mrs. A. Morocco, Vice Principal

Early Release Day
Please mark Friday, September 24, 2010 on your calendar as an ‘Early Release’ day. Please note that this is also our picture day. All students will be excused from class approximately 3 hours earlier than usual.   Buses will arrive for a 12:10 p.m. dismissal.  Administrators and staff of our elementary schools will participate in professional development in the afternoon, and any potential class re-organizations will be arranged at that time. There will be no buses at 11:15 for Junior/Senior Kindergarten students that day.
Say Cheese
Pegasus Photography will be our school photographer again this year.  Please set aside Friday, September 24th, on the morning of the Early Release Day, for our school pictures.  Additional information will be coming home closer to the date.
Open House BBQ and Book Fair
Our annual Open House BBQ will be held Wednesday, September 15th,  from 5:00 to 6:30. In addition, we will be having our Scholastic Book Fair in the Community Room. Classroom visits will take place from 5:00 to 5:30 and the BBQ will get under way at 5:30. The Book Fair will be open from 5:00-6:30. All profits from the Book Fair are used directly to buy resources for the school.  An order form for the BBQ will be sent home later this week. We hope to see you all there.
Indoor Shoes
 

We are asking for students to have a pair of clean shoes that are kept at school for indoor use only. We appreciate your support in this matter. Please be sure to send these into the school by the end of the first week. Kindly label all items with your child’s name.

 
Anaphylaxis
The Administrative Procedures from the District School Board of Niagara states, “It is the responsibility of the parent, guardian or student at the age of majority, to inform the principal in writing, that s/he or her/his child is at risk of anaphylaxis and to outline the expected symptoms and requested intervention of school staff.”  If your child is at risk of anaphylaxis, please contact Mrs. Morocco immediately to develop an Emergency Response Plan.

 
Student Absentee Calls
If your child is absent, please be sure to notify the office prior to 9:00 a.m.  We have an answering service available for your convenience, if you need to phone in the evening or early morning.  If your child is absent and we do not receive a call, Mrs. Hodgkins, our secretary, will contact you in order to ensure that your child is safe.

Walkers and Cyclists
For those parents wanting to allow their child(ren) to walk or ride their bicycles to and from school, we are again asking that you provide a note indicating this.  Please be sure to include whether your child will be walking or cycling, or both, and whether or not it will be for a specific amount of time or for the entire year.  Thank you for your cooperation.

Volunteers
We are always looking for classroom volunteers! If you are interested in volunteering this year please contact the school.   If you are interested in volunteering in the Library or at the Book Fair please contact Mrs. Morocco.

Toys, Electronic Devices, Scooters, Cell Phones and Cameras
We ask that students don’t bring any electronic devices, including Ipods, MP3 players, cell  phones, cameras and gaming devices to school, unless needed for a class assignment. We strongly discourage students from bringing toys and scooters to school. If they are lost, stolen, or broken, we will not be held responsible for them. These items will be stored at the office if brought to school. 
Student Agendas   I
Each student in Grades 1-8 will be provided with an organizer/agenda.  Being organized and completing assignments on time are important life long habits. This planner will be an extremely useful tool in helping to facilitate good communication between home and school. Parents are encouraged to review the information in the front and back of the organizer with their children.  We request that $5.00 be sent in as soon as possible to help offset the cost of these agendas.  Please read, sign and return the Netiquette form at the back of the agenda so that your child can access the Internet to support their learning.

 
Transportation
For transportation information please visit the Niagara Student Transportation Services website at www.nsts.ca or call 905-346-0290.  If you need to request transportation for your child, or make a change to their schedule, please contact the school office.  We ask for your patience as we endeavour to ensure that our students arrive to school on time and return home as close to the arrival time that you have been given.

 
New Report Cards
Beginning in September 2010, assessment, evaluation, and reporting in Ontario schools will be based on the policies and practices described in the new document, “Growing Success”. Parents play an important role in supporting student learning. It is equally important that students and parents be kept fully informed about student progress. 

 

The development of learning skills and work habits is an integral part of a student’s learning. Therefore, parents/guardians will have an opportunity to meet with teachers in November to discuss how their child(ren) learns best and some suggested next steps to improve work habits and learning skills. Progress reports will go home on Monday, November 15th.  

 

The elementary provincial report card will go home twice in the school year: February 9th and June 27th. As more information becomes available, and staff has been trained further in this revised reporting structure, then parents will be informed.
 Safe Entry Procedures
 

In order to maintain a safe school environment for our students and to reduce the number of disruptions in the classrooms while learning is taking place, we are asking parents and visitors coming into the school to comply with the following safe entry procedure:

1. If visiting or volunteering in the school, please go to the office first to sign in and receive a visitor tag. 
2. Parents delivering lunches or other items are asked to leave them at the office and the secretary will page the student to come and collect the items at a convenient time.

3. Please arrange appointments and early dismissals with your child in advance and inform the office by phone or note.

4. When picking up children for appointments, please come to the office first and the secretary (or designate) will page your child to come down to meet you, if s/he is not already waiting for you. 

5. Please do not wander the halls without announcing yourself at the office first.  It is difficult for all staff to recognize every parent or guardian who comes into the school.

6. Students will not be called out of class unless it is an emergency.  Messages will be passed on to your child.

 

At Campden School, we appreciate your support and participation in our Safe School Policies to ensure a safe and secure environment for all the students.

 
Playground Supervision
Supervision before school, begins at 8:25 a.m.  Buses usually begin to arrive about 8:30 a.m.  Parents are asked NOT to drop off their children prior to 8:25 as there is no supervision on the playground until that time.  Parents will be contacted by the office if children are left at the school prior to the supervised time.  At the end of the day, dismissal is at 3:10 and parents are once again asked to be prompt in picking up their children.  Since there are several buses waiting to leave, parents are asked to exit after the buses have left the school yard.

 
Niagara Instrumental Music
If your child is interested in learning how to play a musical instrument, you may be interested in enrolling them in the Niagara Elementary Instrumental Music Program. They have extended their “Early Bird Special” rate for “beginner” students until Friday, September 18th. The cost is $275.00 (student uses their own instrument) or $375.00 (student needs to rent a DSBN instrument). Please contact Sandi at 905-641-2929 ext. 52296 or 905-227-5551 ext. 52296 for more information.
 
 “We Have CHARACTER”
There are universal attributes that schools and communities value.  Character development is the deliberate effort to nurture these attributes and use them as a standard against which we hold ourselves accountable.  They permeate all aspects of school life, bind us together and form the basis of responsible citizenship.  They are the foundation for excellence and equity in education and for school communities that are respectful, safe, caring and inclusive.

(From Finding Common Ground, October 2008)
Based on school and community consultation, DSBN has selected eight attributes to focus on during the school year.  These traits will be integrated into learning activities that emphasize the character trait of the month.  Monthly, a class will host the character assembly. Following the presentation, teachers will recognize students with appreciations. The assembly dates will be recorded on the monthly calendar that is attached to the newsletter.  Please feel free to join us during these celebrations.
During the month of September, we will focus on Optimism.  When we are optimistic, we have a positive attitude, the resiliency to bounce back from adversity, and hope for the future.  We do our part to make the world a better place.
Our first Celebration Assembly will be on Thursday, September 30th. We hope you can join us!
 Higher-Order Thinking Skills (HOTS)
 

Higher-order thinking skills, “the process of mentally manipulating and transforming information and ideas in order to solve problems, acquire understanding, and discover new meaning” (The Ministry of Education) help to improve student learning. It encourages students to go beyond rote learning and develop a deeper, more discerning understanding of materials.  Literacy development benefits from a partnership between home, school and community.
What Does This Look Like?

At school, students engage in small group, co-operative learning activities, discuss ideas with peers and teacher, develop effective questioning skills, using a Q-Chart to promote more in-depth and richer responses to help develop these higher-order thinking skills.  At home, families can help reinforce these skills by thinking aloud with your child(ren) as they read, write and solve problems, encourage students to think metacognitively (think about their thinking and reflect on learning) and asking open-ended questions that require more thinking  (Adapted from Literacy for Learning, 2004).
 MATH TALK
Mathematics and Manipulatives
 
Higher-order thinking skills not only encourage deeper understanding in Literacy based subjects, but are very important in the development of Numeracy concepts.  Manipulatives encourage learners to explore, think and talk in mathematical terms, and revise and confirm their thinking.  It allows students to demonstrate their understanding of a concept and develop a stronger understanding between the concrete representations and their symbolic or numerical equations.

 
Dress Code
We remind students and parents to review Campden’s Code of Conduct.

With the current favourable weather, it is important to remind students and parents that those attending Campden School are expected to dress in an appropriate manner.  We know you will assist your child in understanding what is acceptable at school through discussion and review of our Code of Conduct, printed in the agendas.  It is expected that tops cover the student’s midriff and appropriately cover the shoulders.  Shorts, skirts, and dresses need to be of a respectful length (at least mid-thigh). Pants should fit so that they will not fall down or rest too low. Students will be expected to avoid wearing clothing with offensive expressions or images.  Hats or bandanas are not to be worn inside the school, however, hats are acceptable outside during Fitness breaks. We appreciate your co-operation in this matter.  Any questions can be directed to the office.
 School Advisory Council Meeting
Please consider joining us for our first meeting of the school year on Tuesday, September 28th at 6:30 p.m. During this meeting we will establish meeting dates, choose our 2010/11 Council, and develop some goals for the year.   If you would like a description of the roles of SAC, please contact the school. 
Medication
 

Staff members are not permitted to administer medication to students without a written request by parents and a physician’s authorization indicating the name, dosage, frequency, time and method of administration of the drug.  Only medications in their original labeled containers are acceptable. This practice is in accordance with District School Board of Niagara policy.  Forms are available from the school.
Cross Country 
Our students in Grades 2-8, who are interested in training for our cross country running team, will be invited to begin practicing this week.  Practices will take place on Monday to Thursday during the first Fitness and Nutrition break. Students will run prior to eating.  The first meet is scheduled for Wednesday, September 29th in the morning. Ms. Giesbrecht has started practices this week during the second nutrition break.  Notices will be sent home with our runners in the near future. 
 
Colour House
This year staff and students will be participating in various activities in Colour Houses.  Our goal is to develop leadership and community building throughout the school by working in multi-aged groupings.  Student Government will have an active role in planning and organizing special events and spirit days.  Information about what House your child(ren) are in will be coming home shortly.

Pardon Our Mess
Campden would like to thank the DSBN Plant Department and Ms. Ramsey for their hard work in getting the school ready this summer. They worked hard this last week preparing the school to be ready for our students return.  A big thank you to all who helped out.
Terry Fox
This school year, Campden Public School, will be supporting the Terry Fox Run. Our school will participate in the event on September 30th. Please support this worthwhile cause. Details of the event will be sent home later this month.
Magazine Drive
Campden School will continue to with the school fundraiser of Magazine sales. This fundraising activity will be held from September 23rd to October 7th. 
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If your child is absent, please be sure to notify the office prior to 9:00 a.m. We have an answering service available for your convenience, if you need to phone in the evening or early morning. If your child is absent and we do not receive a call, Mrs. Bering, our secretary, will contact you in order to ensure that your child is safe.








