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From The Office …
What a fantastic beginning to our 2010/11 school year.  We are thrilled that our staffing allocation remained the same and that we could continue with our current class structure and timetables.  Our students have been busy training for soccer tournaments, cross country meets, and volleyball try outs.  Many enjoyed selecting some wonderful books and treasures at our Book Fair.  As well, there’s the incredible learning that takes place every day.
With Thanksgiving approaching, it seems appropriate to reflect upon the many reasons we have to be thankful! Our Campden staff wishes everyone a wonderful Thanksgiving.  We look forward to our Thanksgiving Dinner that SAC organizes for us each year.  What a wonderful way to kick off a holiday weekend.

As always, we are committed to providing an excellent education and supportive learning environment for our students.  We welcome the opportunity to continue working closely with our parent community to build on student achievement and to ensure success for all.  Your active involvement and interest is most welcomed.  With your assistance and support, Campden will continue to be a school where every student achieves success!
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K. Leskiw-Janvary, Principal
           



 A. Morocco,Vice-Principal
October 8th P.A. Day
Friday, October 8th, 2010 is a Professional Activity Day for all staff, which means classes will be cancelled for the day.  During the PA Day, our staff will be examining student data to make informed decisions around curricular planning and best teaching strategies.  We hope you enjoy the day with your children.
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Thanksgiving Dinner
On Thursday, October 7th,  students, staff and guests will participate in our annual turkey dinner.  We thank Mrs. J. Reimer for organizing the dinner and all our parents who will prepare food for the feast.  It is one of the highlights of our Fall term.  The kindergarten students are invited to come back at 12:45 with their parents to enjoy the celebration.
Magazine Fundraiser
A BIG thank you to our Campden families and community for supporting our Magazine Fundraiser.  Sales will end on Thursday, October 7th.  If you wish to place an order, contact the school @ (905) 563-8723.  What a great gift for the Christmas season!   All proceeds from this campaign will provide our school with educational resources and trips that support teaching and learning.
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Photo Retake Date 
Our photo retake date is Friday, October 15th for students who were absent or wish a photo retake. 

Hallowe’en Parade
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Campden will be having their annual Hallowe’en parade on Friday, October 29th, at 1:45 p.m.  Students should not come dressed in their costumes that morning (with the exception of the morning JK/SK class).  The students can change during their second fitness/nutrition break into their costumes.  All costumes should be safe and seasonally appropriate.  Toy weapons such as guns, swords and knives will not be permitted at school.  Parents and friends are invited to come and enjoy the parade.
Student Government
Congratulations to the following students who are grade reps on this year’s Student Council;
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Grade 8 - Erin and Zach



Grade 4 - Clay and Peyton

Grade 7- Jillian and Owen



  Grade 3 - Daniel and Samantha

Grade 6 - Eli and Lila 




 Grade 2 - Gavin
Grade 5 - Zoe and Madison



Grade 1 - Areti

This year’s Student Council has had their first meeting to start planning Spirit Days for this year. Make sure you check the monthly calendar and student agendas for upcoming spirit days to show your cougar spirit! 











Miss Beam, Staff Advisor
Character Education
A famous quote by American poet, Maya Angelou, reads,” I’ve learned that people will forget what you said, people will forget what you did, but people will never forget how you made them feel.”  This month, the character attribute Campden is focussing on is CARING.  When we care about others, we show kindness, compassion, empathy and friendship.  Students will be learning about and practising this attribute throughout October.  Congratulations to the following students who received an award at our September Appreciation Assembly on Wednesday, September 29th.  Madison, Kylie & Matthew (JK/SK), Ruby & Johnny (1/2), Jessica, Tayah & Noah (3/4), Nicole & John (5/6) and Emily C. Erin & Rachel (7/8).
Terry Fox Run 

The Terry Fox run will be on Friday, October 1, 2010.  Students donated their spare change in the last week of September to raise money for cancer research.  Students have the opportunity to win a Terry Fox t-shirt by participating in the run.  The total amount raised for this event and the winners of the t-shirts will be announced in next month’s newsletter.  A big appreciation to all Campden staff and students for supporting a great cause.  We can make a difference!  











Ms. James, Co-ordinator
Open House BBQ & Book Fair  
Staff of Campden School would like to thank all of you for attending our yearly Open House.  It was great to see you all there and touch base after the summer, and to meet new parents joining the Campden community.  A special thank you to our parents that helped out during the event.
The Book Fair was a huge success! The school earned nearly $300.00 in free books for the library. Students from each division helped pick out books for our collection.  Thank you to our many volunteers who helped to make the event such a success.
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Thank You
Staff and students would like to thank the SAC for purchasing the equipment bags for each of the classrooms.  The colourful equipment is greatly appreciated by the students.  In addition, we would like to thank you for your donation to be used to purchase books for our classrooms.  We had a great turn out for our first meeting and it was fantastic to see returning faces and some new ones as well.  Our council for this year is:




Chair

-  Stuart Reimer





Vice-Chair
-  Cathy Hamm





Secretary
-  Nikki Haight





Treasurer
-  Kim Bucknall





Social

-  Jane Reimer





Cheer

-  Karen Bull





Fundraising
-  Lesley Martin

Our next meeting will be Tuesday. November 23rd @ 6:30pm in our Community Room.  We look forward to seeing you!

Summer Reading Challenge
In June, Mrs. Morocco challenged the students of Campden to read over 300 books during the summer break.  Thanks to the following students for working toward our goal.  All participating students received a $5.00 gift certificate to our book fair.  Continue reading!  Thank you ~

Cameron V.

Joyclyn S.

Clay E.


Jacqueline B.

Rachel B.

Josh B.


Scooter H.

Brook H.

Samantha R.

Gavin E.


Erin B.


Grace P.

David R.

Lilian P.

Lila M

Jillian U.
Crime Stoppers
Technology has made it possible to send a text message to Crime Stoppers without revealing your ID.  By sharing this news with your children and their friends, you will be helping to keep our community safer.

Tips to Crime Stoppers can be submitted by phone at 800-222-8477 (TIPS) and by encrypted web mail to www.niagaratips.com.  If you witness or learn about vandalism at Campden Public School, we hope you will take advantage of this anonymous program and share your information.

Headphones Needed for Technology Use
It would be great if each student could purchase their own headset/headphones and keep them in a labeled ziplock bag.  Students can keep their headset in their desk, or teachers will collect and keep them in a class container.
Higher Order Thinking Skills: How Families Can Help
Literacy development requires a partnership between home, school, and community.  Families can help their children to develop higher-order thinking skills by:
· Thinking aloud with children as they read, write, and solve problems

· Encouraging children to think metacognitively (i.e., to think about their thinking and to reflect on their learning)

· Asking open-ended questions that require more thinking
(Adapted from Literacy for Learning, 2004)

Asking Higher Order Thinking Questions – Aiming High!

	Learning Level

	Create (higher)

	Evaluate

	Analyze

	Apply

	Understand

	Remember (lower)


This chart identifies 6 levels of thinking starting with the lowest level (remembering) and moving up to the highest level (creating).  To help improve students’ higher order thinking skills, try asking more questions at the highest level (creating).  Questions that recall information are very literal compared to questions that help students become critical thinkers, which are higher-level.

Example using the story Goldilocks and the Three Bears
Remember – List the items used by Goldilocks while she was in the Bears’ house.

Understand – Explain why Goldilocks liked Baby Bear’s chair the best.

Apply – Demonstrate what Goldilocks would use if she came to your house.

Analyze – Compare this story to reality.  What events could not really happen?

Evaluate – Judge whether Goldilocks’ actions were good or bad.  Defend your opinion.

Create – Propose how the story would be different if it were Goldilocks and the Three Fish.
Permission To Leave School Property
Any student who leaves the school property during the second Fitness and Nutrition break (except students who eat lunch at home) must have written permission from a parent or guardian.  Thank you for your co-operation.
[image: image9.emf]Intermediate Girls Soccer
Congratulations to the intermediate girls for a great tournament on September 18th.  Thank you to Hailie, Emily C., Emily R., Emily S., Brook, Mikayla, Erin, Rachel, Ceili.  The following junior girls helped complete our intermediate team.  Thank you to Lila, Samantha, Zoe and Madison.  A special thanks to Mrs. Sue O’Brien for all her help coaching both the girls and boys.  








Mrs. Reynolds, Int. Girls Coach
Intermediate Boys Soccer
On September 17th, our intermediate boys showed great grit in a soccer tournament at Smith School.  It was fun.  The boys did surprisingly well.  We dropped the first match 0 - 6 against a strong Caistor squad.  Next, we pulled out a 5 -1 win against Grand Avenue.  Later, we had the Vineland Vikings scrambling as we pressed hard and trailed by only one point.  The game could have gone either way.  Although the boys battled hard, we lost that third game.  In a nutshell, I was thrilled by the effort each player put forth.  Boys you played hard, persevered, and did us proud!    
The intermediate boys soccer players for the 2010 season are Anastasios, Calvin, Eli, Gabe, John, Lucas C., Lucas S., Malcolm, Michael, Owen, Scott, and Zach.  Special thanks to the boys who don’t regularly play soccer and to the junior boys who joined in to pull together a team.










Ms. Giesbrecht, Int. Boys Coach
Campden's Cross Country Cougars
Congratulations to all of the students who have been training hard so that they can move on to the DSBN championship meet.  Our first meet was September 30th, and a second race will be run on October 5th.  We are impressed by the dedication that the students have shown since the beginning of the 2010-2011 school year.  There is a healthy competition that you just sense at every practice and the students are looking forward to showcasing their hard work, skill, and ability in the upcoming races.  We eagerly await the upcoming races and are confident that our Cougars will strive to achieve their personal best.  Good Luck Cougars!

Our 2010 Cross Country runners are Zoe, Sarah, Peyton, Clay, Madison, Sierra, Kathryn, Tayah, Lila, Hailie,  Madison, Simon, Grace, Ceili, Nolan, David, Lucas S., Owen, Nicole, Jenna, Malcolm, Samantha, Emily, and Trevor.








    Ms. Giesbrecht, Cross Country Coach

Canadian Cognitive Abilities
All Grade 4 students in the school will take the Canadian Cognitive Abilities Test during the period of September 28th – October 1st.  This test helps us to identify individual student needs and abilities, so we can ensure appropriate programs are provided.  It also provides a benchmark we can use to judge how well our school should be expected to do on achievement tests - whether these tests are teacher generated, board-wide, provincial or national.  The test also provides information which shows particular strengths/needs in verbal, quantitative, and non-verbal reasoning.
Growing Success: Assessment, Evaluation and Reporting
The primary purpose of assessment and evaluation is to improve student learning.

The following seven fundamental principles lay the foundation for rich and challenging practice. When these principles are fully understood and observed by all teachers, they will guide the collection of meaningful information that will help inform instructional decisions, promote student engagement, and improve student learning.

The Seven Fundamental Principles

To ensure that assessment, evaluation, and reporting are valid and reliable, and that they lead to the improvement of learning for all students, teacher use practices and procedures that:

· are fair, transparent, and equitable for all students;

· support all students, including those with special education needs, those who are learning the language of instruction (English or French), and those who are First Nation, Métis,  or Inuit;

· are carefully planned to relate to the curriculum expectations and learning goals and, as much as possible, to the interests, learning styles and preferences, needs, and experiences of all students;

· are communicated clearly to students and parents at the beginning of the school year or course and at other appropriate points throughout the school year or course;

· are ongoing, varied in nature, and administered over a period of time to provide multiple opportunities for students to demonstrate the full range of their learning;

· provide ongoing descriptive feedback that is clear, specific, meaningful, and timely to support improved learning and achievement;

· develop students’ self-assessment skills to enable them to assess their own learning, set specific goals, and plan next steps for their learning.

(Ontario Ministry of Education, Growing Success, p. 6)

We know that parents have an important role to play in supporting student learning. Studies show that students perform better in school if their parents or guardians are involved in their education. This is the basis for the principle that students and parents should be kept fully informed about the student’s progress. Our schools have procedures in place to ensure that parents are aware of the expectations for their child in the various grades.

Numeracy in the Classroom
Teaching and learning mathematics has changed over the last few years. When your child(ren) come home from school and tell you about their math class, you might hear words like “Gallery Walk”, “Bansho” or “Congress”. What do these words have to do with numeracy instruction? They are all instructional strategies that teachers use to allow mathematical thinking to be visible to all students. These strategies allow teachers to identify what students know and understand and next steps needed to help develop students thinking and understanding.
Gallery Walk
· Student  has the opportunity to view the solutions of their classmates

· Students look for similarities and differences when compared to their own work

· Students ask questions or comment on others work

Bansho
· A process of organizing, displaying, annotating and discussing student solutions

· Students have the chance to learn more about mathematics used to develop solutions, clarify understanding and classifying concepts and/or procedures

Congress
· Three to five student solutions that represent the thinking in the room as identified by the teacher

· Students share their mathematical ideas to the class and justify and defend their thinking

· Teacher encourages students to explore, notice patterns, develop efficient strategies and generalize ideas

EQAO
As always, we endeavour to continue working as a team to gather and use the most relevant data about teaching and learning.  EQAO is just one component of this process.  If you have had a chance to explore the EQAO website, you would have noticed that Campden’s specific school results can’t be shared since the participant size was too small.  The Ministry does not publish the results for privacy reasons.  Below you will find the Board and Province results.  We use this information, in conjunction with other data, to determine how well our students are doing and how we are using this data as part of our regular processes to continue to move our students forward.  Throughout the year, teachers and administrators attend workshops and reflect on DSBN and Provincial data to make broad decisions about teaching and learning.  

Campden’s staff will use this information, along with other classroom-based assessments, observations and other board-wide assessments, to develop our School Growth Plan for the 2010-11 school year.  This is a work in progress.  We look forward to sharing our School Growth Plan goals at our next School Advisory Council meeting November 23rd at 6:30 p.m.

School Website
Campden’s website is up and running!  School newsletters, calendars and up-to-date information about upcoming events will be posted for your convenience.
Please visit us at http://www.dsbn.org/Schools/Campden or you can access Campden’s website through the District School Board of Niagara’s website at http://www.dsbn.edu.on.ca by clicking on Schools –> School Websites –> Campden 
2010-11 School Year Reporting Timelines
November 15, 2010 

Grades 1-8 Elementary Progress Report 





Senior Kindergarten Progress Report

November/December
Junior Kindergarten Parent/Guardian Observation and Follow-up

February 9, 2011

Grades 1-8 Term 1 Elementary Report Card





Junior Kindergarten Progress Report





Senior Kindergarten Term 1 Report Card

June 27, 2011


Grades 1-8 Term 2 Elementary Report Card





Junior Kindergarten Term 2 Report Card





Senior Kindergarten Term 2 Report Card

At any time throughout the year, parents/guardians are invited to communicate with the school about their child’s progress and achievement.

Christmas Concert 
Our concert will be held on Thursday, December 16th. More details will be sent home closer to the event.
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We held our first drill of the 2010-11 school year in September.  Each school practices three times in the Fall and three times in the Spring so we are prepared in case of a real emergency.  Thank you for taking the time at home to reinforce the importance of these drills and reminding your child to act safely in these situations.  We are also required to practice Lockdown drills twice a year. Our first lockdown drill will take place in October.











Please sign & return for our newsletter draw.  Our family has read this newsletter:   





Parent’s Signature  ______________________________





			


Student’s Name(s) ___________________________Gr. ______; __________________________________Gr. ______  





                  _________________________________Gr.  ______; __________________________________Gr. ______





(((((((((((((((((





If you prefer to receive your newsletter electronically, please print your name and email address below:





Name:	____________________________________	Email Address:  _____________________________________
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