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Last year during this time of year, we enjoyed mild temperatures and much drier conditions. We are certainly looking forward to the return of consistently warm and dry weather.  Students are anxious to get outside to practice for track and field, 3-pitch, and simply enjoy the outdoors without the heavy weight of winter clothing. 

As excited as we might be for spring-like weather, we still have two months of learning ahead of us.  Our youngest students are working toward the learning goal of retelling stories in proper order; students in grade 1 and 2 are learning to identify various characters using clues to understand their point of view; grade 3/4 are learning to write the procedural text form using the “Bump It Up” strategy to improve their writing; while students in our grade 5/6 class are learning to communicate ideas effectively through writing.  They are learning to provide evidence that supports the main idea in a text.  Our intermediate students are learning to evaluate texts from different points of view to allow us to compare them to their own knowledge and experience. 

Mathematics also remains at the forefront of our learning.  Math is everywhere and keeping an open mind with regards to mathematics is an important first step.  Please join us on Monday, May 16th  from 9:00 to 10:00 a.m. to see math in action!  

Thank you for your continued support.  We appreciate the trust that you have in us to continue to shape life-long learners at Campden Public School.
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 K. Leskiw-Janvary, Principal
      


A. Morocco,Vice-Principal

 

SCHOOL OPENING AND CLOSING 

Term two report cards will be sent home on Monday, June 27th.  The last day of school for students is Wednesday, June 29th.  Dismissal time is 3:10 p.m. as usual.  A Professional Activity Day is planned for Thursday, June 30th.  School will resume on Tuesday, September 6, 2011, at 8:40 a.m.

TRANSPORTATION

The transportation department is open during the summer months so if you have any address or daycare changes, please feel free to contact the Niagara Student Transportation Services (NSTS) offices directly.  

Your Area Transportation Coordinator is Ann Erb and her direct telephone number is 905-346-0299. You will only be notified by a letter if your bussing times or locations are significantly changed. If you wish to check your bussing information you can always contact the transportation department during August to confirm details.  Information on bussing schedules will also be available at the school. 

DRESS CODE

With warmer weather, it is important to remind students and parents that those attending Campden School are expected to dress in an appropriate manner.  Some clothing that is worn after school, on the weekend or during the summer may not be appropriate for school.  Thank you for assisting your child in understanding what is acceptable to wear at school.  Please take a moment to review the Dress Code in your child’s agenda.

LITERACY NIGHT

Campden was very excited to have so many families attend our Literacy Night.  As a result, Mrs. Morocco, Miss Beam, Miss Giesbrecht, Miss James and Mrs. Willms-Reid will be taking a pie to the face!  The lucky students who will get the chance to deliver the pies are:  Cameron V., Clay,  Hannah, Matthew M. and Rachel.

Several families have asked for the information to log into Destiny at home. The website is http://destiny.dsbn.edu.on.ca.  Once the website opens choose Campden School. This link brings you to the Campden homepage for Destiny.  There are several links that students can access from home, including BitStrips and TumbleBooks.  Students can also login to Destiny to research books available at Campden and to search for eBooks.  We are still working on how to download eBooks to mobile devices, although students are able to view and read online from the Destiny Page.  Remember to change the format to eBooks to find available online books!  Simply click on the login button at the top of the Destiny page.  Students then use their username and password from school.  Please contact homeroom teachers or Miss Beam for information about usernames and passwords.

It was fantastic to have so many families attend our curriculum night!

MOVIE NIGHT

Come join our School Advisory Council’s Movie Night on Friday, May 13th.  Movie information will be sent home closer to the date.

MATH DAY

Campden is looking forward to hosting a Math Mania Day on Monday, May 16th.  Parents are invited to come to the school during our first instruction block (9:00-10:00) to observe math classes in action.  We are using the ProGrant resources to create a brochure about Numeracy in the Classroom.  We look forward to seeing you here!

VOLUNTEER TEA

On April 15th, we appreciated our volunteers at Campden School.  As we all know parent involvement is the key to student success at school.  We are lucky to have such a great number of volunteers; from School Council, classroom volunteers, parent drivers, coaches and more!  Students from Kindergarten to Grade 8 helped in the celebrations!  Again, from all the staff and students at Campden, we greatly appreciate everything you do for us each and every day.

CAMPDEN SCHOOL ADVISORY COUNCIL 

We hope you will join our last scheduled meeting of the year on Tuesday, May 24th at 6:30 p.m.  We will look forward to celebrating a fantastic year and making more great plans for next year.

STUDENT GOVERNMENT

Please mark the following dates on your calendar.   Student council would love to have as many students as possible participating in their spirit days! 

 May 13th 
Dress from another decade!  Students can dress in fashions from any of their favourite decades. 

Lets see how creative you can be!  Which decade will be the most popular;  the 50’s, 60’s, 70’s, 80’s 

or maybe the 90’s?

 May 27th
House Colour Day!  Which house colour will show the most school spirit!  Dress as crazy as you 


want as long as your clothing represents your house colour! 

WEAR A HAT FOR JAPAN

On April 14th the students were encouraged to wear hats in return for a monetary donation to support Japan in their time of need.  Campden Cougars once again proved that they are caring individuals and raised just over $140.00!  Thanks for making a difference! 

 

BDSS MATH DAY

On April 12th the Grade 7 students travelled to BDSS for a Math day that was planned by the high school teachers and grade 7 teachers in the area.  The students had a schedule that resembled a typical high school day where they travelled to 3 classes (math, science and a technology class) where they participated in activities as well as got to know the high school teachers and students from nearby elementary schools.  During lunch they played in a friendly game of ball hockey.  A big thank you to BDSS for providing this opportunity to our students.


SOS

“Save Our Subscriptions”

We will be running our annual magazine subscription campaign again in the Fall and would appreciate your continued support.  Although you may have received notices from publishers for your new and/or renewal magazine orders, it would be very much appreciated if you didn’t renew your subscriptions through them, but waited for our campaign to start so the students can take your orders.  However, hold onto your renewal notices – if that price is lower than offered through the school program, you will pay the lower price by attaching the coupon to your order.  A large portion of the funds stays here in our school community.  Thank you in advance for “saving” your magazine orders and helping make our future campaign a great success! 

GRADE 8 GRADUATION

Campden’s Grade 8 graduation will be held on Monday, June 27th.  Dinner will be held at 5:30 p.m. for our graduates, staff and guest, at the New Testament Baptist Church next door to the school, followed by our ceremony in the school gymnasium at 7:00 p.m.  Thank you to the Graduation Committee for all their hard work.

TRACK AND FIELD


Campden and Jordan Schools have reserved Wednesday, May 11th at the Niagara Olympic Club in St. Catharines, for our track and field day.  Students will be transported by bus to the park, unless they are participating in an early start event.  Students have already begun practising during their physical education classes, fitness breaks and and after school.  Permission forms have been sent home.   For students who qualify at the next level, our regional track and field meet is scheduled for Friday, May 20th at the Mohawk Sports Complex in Hamilton.

CHARACTER EDUCATION

It's not that I'm so smart, it's just that I stay with problems longer.  -  Albert Einstein

When the world says, "Give up", Hope whispers, "Try it one more time". 
 -  Author Unknown

Don't be afraid to give your best to what seemingly are small jobs.  Every time you conquer one it makes you that much stronger.  If you do the little jobs well, the big ones will tend to take care of themselves.  -  Dale Carnegie

Campden’s character trait for the month of May is Perseverance.  “We demonstrate the effort and determination to complete a task to the best of our ability and to stick to that task even when it is difficult”.  This month students will be given many opportunities to persevere; be it Track and Field, EQAO testing, or the home stretch of a very busy, and already, successful year.  So many of our students demonstrate perseverance on a daily basis and we continue to take pride in their efforts and achievements!

Congratulations to the following students for receiving an Appreciation Certificate from their teachers at our Appreciation Assembly on April 29th.  Dylan & Jacqueline (JK/SK), Beau & Wyatt (1/2), Sarah & Simon (3/4), Anastasi & Lila (5/6), Hailie, Jillian, Emily R., Erin & Mikayla (7/8). 

PRIMARY AND JUNIOR EQAO ADMINISTRATION

The Ministry of Education and Training has determined that the E.Q.A.O. test for students in grades 3 and 6 will take place over 3 larger blocks of time.  EQAO administration begins Monday, May 30th and ends on Thursday, June 9th.  We have not determined which specific dates that Campden School will be conducting these tests, but parents and students will have plenty of notice.  Communication letters will be sent home with students in grades 3 and 6.  Please feel free to contact the school for more information regarding your child(ren).  If for any reason your child cannot be at school for these test periods, please inform the school at your earliest convenience.  Some of our class schedules will be altered slightly to allow the students ample time to complete their tests.  Children perform best on tests when they are well-rested and well-nourished. 

WOODEND ~ THE LIVING CAMPUS 

Dust off your bikes, clean your hiking shoes, charge your ipod and join the first annual Ride, Hike, Run for Woodend - The Living Campus.  The event will be a 30 km bicycle ride from Niagara-on-the-Lake to Woodend. There will also be a 5 km route for those who wish to ride, hike or run, and a 1.5 km family hike through some of the trails within Woodend.  Register before May 20th to receive a free t-shirt and half price registration.  Those who raise over $100 will not have to pay the registration.  There are prizes for top fundraiser.  Register today at woodendthelivingcampus.blogspot.com.

NEWSLETTER DRAW WINNER


SPRING ARTS FESTIVAL AT BDSS

Beamsville District Secondary School has invited our Grade 5/6 students to a Spring Arts Festival at their school.  Our students will have the opportunity to showcase their best artwork for a juried show.  On Thursday, May 19th, our students will attend BDSS for an afternoon of fun activities and an awards presentation.  They will also experience three workshops in the Arts.  A trip notice will arrive home soon.

AWARDS ASSEMBLY 

Be sure to mark your calendars for the morning of Wednesday, June 29th, as we recognize our students at Campden School. 

TUNING INTO WORDS

When children learn to tune in to interesting words, they build word awareness and the understanding of words. This leaves them with “thinking power” in their brain to comprehend and make meaning of what is read. Have you ever heard a new word, looked it up, and then repeated it often to remember it? Students who tune in to interesting words expand their vocabulary by focusing on these new words and their meaning. By looking for words that are interesting and unique, children not only increase their vocabulary, but they also enhance their comprehension. A child must have multiple exposures to a word in order for it to become a part of his/her vocabulary.

How can you help your child with this strategy at home?

1.
Ask your child to tell you about how they discuss interesting words at school. Perhaps they use a word 
collector, a form that allows your child to keep track of interesting words found in books he/she is reading. 
Create a word collector at home to hang on the refrigerator or to keep in a special place.

2.
When your child is reading or you are reading to your child, ask your child to find three interesting words. Have 
your child write these words down and talk about the meaning of these words. See if anyone in your family is 
able to use the words in a sentence. Add these words to your family word collector.

3.
Encourage your child to find interesting words when watching TV or in daily conversation. When tuning in to an 
interesting word, help your child understand the word and then add it to the family word collector.

4.
As always, modeling is a wonderful way to spark interest in children.  When you are reading a magazine,
newspaper, or book, tune in to an interesting word and discuss it with your child.  Explain that even adult 
readers tune in to interesting words to better understand text.

Thank you for your continued support at home!

∙ Ideas and strategies are taken from: The CAFE Book, written by Gail Boushey & Joan Moser ∙ 

Written by: Allison Behne ©www.thedailycafe.com

EVALUATING ONLINE MATH GAMES

Math Games are a wonderful way to engage children, yet we must be careful that they are helping children learn effectively. Some questions that might help you determine the value of a math game follow:

· 
Is there variety in the mathematical tasks?  If you play the same game over, will you be asked different 
questions?  Are there different pathways to the end?

· 
Is there a combination of chance and choice in the game?  That is, are there both a random component 
(rolling a dice, drawing a card) and an opportunity to make a decision?

· 
Is the competition positive and non‐threatening?  If a player gets stuck, are there hints?  Is there a way to track 
student progress?

 · 
Does the child feel empowered and in control?  In other words, do decisions have clear outcomes?  Was clear 
feedback provided during each turn?  Was the scoring clear?  Does the game encourage social play? 

The three C’s of game playing are:  competition, collaboration, and communication. Even one‐ player games can spark rich discussion of strategy.

Some Good Online Games

Deep Sea Duel (P/J/I) http://illuminations.nctm.org/ ActivityDetail.aspx?ID=207

Number Twins (P) http://www.coolmath‐games.com/0‐ number‐twins/index.html 

Rock‐n‐Roll Road trip (J/I) http://www.stem.aetn.org/ 

Dreambox (15 day free trial) (P) http:// www.dreambox.com/ca/parent‐subscriptions

Tips from NCTM (National Council of Teachers of Mathematics
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	Tuesday, May 3rd


	Intermediate Badminton 	Tournament at Brock U.


	Wednesday, May 11th


	Campden’s Track & Field 	Meet at NOC Facility


	Friday, May 13th


	SAC Movie Night


	Tuesday, May 17th


	Kindergarten Orientation 	for 2011/12 JK Class


	Friday, May 20th


	Regional Track & Field Meet


	Monday, May 23rd


	VICTORIA DAY HOLIDAY


	Monday, May 30th


	Gr. 3 & 6 EQAO Testing 	Begins 





Congratulations to this month’s newsletter draw winners: Gavin (Gr. 2), Cameron V. & Daniel (Gr. 3), Clay  & Nicole S. (Gr. 4), Tim (Gr. 7), Ben & Emily S. (Gr. 8).  Remember to pick up your prize at the office. 	











Please sign & return for our newsletter draw.  Our family has read this newsletter:   





Parent’s Signature  ______________________________





			


Student’s Name(s) ___________________________Gr. ____; _______________________________Gr. ____��  
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