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Happy New Year and welcome back! We trust that you enjoyed a wonderful holiday and returned well-rested and ready to accomplish more great things.  Although we are returning to a new calendar month and year, we are completing the end of our first term.  Over the course of the next few weeks, students will continue to demonstrate their knowledge and understanding of the content that has been addressed throughout term one. 

The Junior Kindergarten Progress Report, the Senior Kindergarten Term 1 Report Card, and the new provincial report cards for Grades 1-8, will be arriving home on February 9th.  On this report card, students in grades 1-6 will receive letter grades (e.g., A, B, C, D) and students in grades 7 and 8 will receive percentage grades (e.g., 84%, 72%, 67%) to indicate how well they are achieving the curriculum in each of their subjects.

The Learning Skills and Work Habits are the same as the ones that were on the Progress Reports. These are essential skills that will help students be successful in both school and also as an active member of their community. The new Learning Skills and Work Habits are: Responsibility; Organization; Independent Work; Collaboration; Initiative; and, Self-regulation.  A few other changes that you will notice in the subject-specific boxes are:
· Language (English) – Oral Communication and Media Literacy are now two separate marks

· Health and Physical Education – students will receive both a Health mark and a Physical Activity mark

· The Arts – Drama and Dance are being reported as two separate marks
If a particular subject or strand is not part of a student’s program this term, then the NA box will be checked. This subject or strand will be reported on in June.

We hope that you are pleased to see the excellent work that our teachers are doing to ensure that the report card comments are written in parent-friendly language.  Each comment will identify strengths that your son/daughter is demonstrating and some next steps that will help their learning during the next term.  We invite you to continue to communicate with us if you have any questions or concerns about your child’s progress and achievement.  Great schools ensure that families and schools work closely together to ensure the fullest potential is reached for all our learners.  Thank you for your continued support at home!
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 K. Leskiw-Janvary, Principal
        



 
A. Morocco,Vice-Principal
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Kindergarten Open House And Registration
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Kindergarten Open House And Registration
An Open House will be held on Thursday, January 27, 2011, from 4:00 to 6:00 p.m., to give parents and their child an opportunity to visit the Kindergarten classroom, meet the staff, and register their child for September.

Children must be four years old by December 31, 2011, to be eligible for Junior Kindergarten.  It is not necessary to register for Senior Kindergarten if your child is already enrolled in Junior Kindergarten at Campden.  
Proof of your child’s birth date (e.g. birth certificate, birth registration, baptismal record), record of immunization and health card number are required when you register. 

If you are not able to attend the Open House, please contact the school @ (905) 563-8723 during the month of January, to register your child for September.  Go to www.dsbn.org/kindergarten for more information.
Resources From the Library
[image: image8.wmf]Is your child bringing home books to read from Campden’s school library? We know from research by Stephen Krashen and countless others, that access to reading materials is a key factor which affects student success. We are pleased to continue to see a trend of increased circulation of resources within our  school library.  Our web-based school library catalogue is available at home for your child to access valuable research tools, discover links to author websites or even find out what’s new in the library! Go to http://destiny.dsbn.edu.on.ca and click on our school name.
Inclement Weather
Winter is here!  Warm coats, snowpants, hats, gloves/mittens, and boots will help to ensure that your child can comfortably play outside during our Fitness breaks.  If your child is too ill to go outdoors during Fitness breaks, then he/she should not be at school.  Indoor shoes are a must as boots cannot be worn in class and sock feet are unsafe at school.
When weather conditions are dangerous, school closings and bus transportation cancellations may occur.  Please do NOT call the school in the event this occurs as telephone lines must be kept open for emergency purposes.  Listen to the following radio stations for information: 
CKTB 610, CHTZ 97.7 FM, CHRE 105.7 FM, CKEY (RIVER) 105.1 FM, SPIRIT 91.7 FM, CHSC 1220, CKOC 1150, K-LITE 102.9 FM, CHML 900, Y108 107.9 FM, WAVE 94.7 FM, CHCH TV.
Remember that the final decision to send your child to school during severe weather conditions is yours!

Grade 8 Graduation
Before we know it, our Grade 8 Graduation will be here. If you would like to be part of this planning committee, please send a note to Ms. Beam. 
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To encourage a safe outdoor environment for both staff and students, snow must remain on the ground.  Students are not to throw or kick snow/ice.  We will continue to review our Code of Conduct with our students.  Progressive discipline will be exercised when school rules are not followed.
Special Lunches
Students are enjoying our special lunch options.  Thank you to Mrs. Bucknall and Mrs. Reimer for providing us with healthier choices of subs, wraps and homemade soup.  Our Cougars have also had the opportunity to try a healthier pizza this year.  We hope you all enjoy these new options!

Mad Science
Mad Science, the world’s leading provider of educational and entertaining science programs for children is coming to Campden Elementary.  Their mission is to spark the imagination and curiosity of children everywhere by providing them with fun, entertaining and exciting activities that instil a clear understanding of what science is really all about and how it affects the world around them.  They use exciting activities and spectacular demonstrations to capture the attention and imagination of children as we will find out during our assembly. 
Both the students and teachers will be thrilled on January 14th at 9:00 a.m., when Mad Science comes to our school to do a Spectacular Science show.  The assembly will be educational, entertaining and also the kick off to the Mad Science Club.  The Club is a 6-week science enrichment program offered to the students. 
Students who join the science club will go on a voyage of discovery designed to support the Ontario Science and Technology curriculum.  They will explore various topics in science including Toys, Movie Effects, Earthworks, Dirt on Garbage, Machines and Bugs.  More information will be coming home after the assembly.

School Advisory Council
Please consider joining our next meeting on Tuesday, January 25th @ 6:30 p.m.  We will be learning about the results of our Safe Schools on-line student survey and how it may impact our School Improvement Plan, sharing any upcoming school events including our Dance-a-thon. 
Caring for Our Community
Campden’s community spirit and generosity were much appreciated in support of our Community Care projects in December. Thank you for your kindness with your donations of canned goods.  Thank you to our Student Council for planning the food drive and Hat Day fundraiser for us! 
Transportation
For insurance/liability purposes, our bus drivers must obey the DSBN’s Board-wide policy of one pick-up and one drop-off location only.  We appreciate your understanding and continued cooperation with this matter.

Dance-a-thon
Parent Council has organized a way to have fun and raise money for Campden School, and enjoy some physical activity!  Our staff, students, and willing parents will be putting on their dancing shoes and ‘busting a move’ on Friday January 28, 2011.  Money raised will help support Parent Council initiatives (past initiatives include playground improvements, basketball backboards, team uniforms).  All classes had the opportunity to give suggestions for the music they would like to hear.  A pledge form was sent home at the end of December - if you need a new one please let the office know.  Please encourage your child to collect pledges from people they know like family, friends and close neighbours.  Be sure to ask all of your nearest and dearest relatives to contribute over the holidays!!                                                                                                                                                   
Camp Wanakita
Thank you for your non-refundable deposit for our trip to camp.  This is a reminder that the second installment for our Grade 5/6 trip to Camp Wanakita is due on Friday, January 14th.  If you have not received your child’s individual payment notice, please contact Mrs. Hodgkins at the office.
Extended French
French Immersion teams will be visiting our Grade 4 and 5 students in January to distribute brochures about Lakeview’s Extended French opportunity.  The information night for parents and their child(ren) is on Monday, February 28, 2011, at Lakeview Public School.
‘Twas the Night Before Christmas
We were thrilled with the families that attended and participated in our Christmas Concert on December 16th.  Thank you to everyone who attended.  Congratulations to Campden’s staff and students who showed their talents while reciting the famous Christmas poem “Twas the Night Before Christmas”.  A special thank you to Campden’s School Advisory Council for organizing the “Bake Sale” and “Basket Draws”, and providing the coffee, juice and cookies for after the show.   We greatly appreciate your commitment to the school.  THANK YOU!!

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Public Speaking
This year Campden will be holding a Public Speaking Club for those students who wish to present a speech and compete to move on to the gym and to the legion. The club will meet once a week starting at the beginning of December and will present their speeches sometime in January.  Students who join the club will be made aware that they will need to take their speeches home to work on in between meetings.
Character Education 
Our January character trait is responsibility.  Being responsible means others can depend on you.  You are willing to be accountable for your actions.  When things go wrong and you make a mistake, you make amends instead of excuses.  When you are responsible, you keep your agreements.  You give your best to any job.  Perhaps you will make a list of ways you can do your part to help with the responsibilities in your home.  With a new year beginning, you may consider ways in which you will do your best to demonstrate responsibility while at school.

We hope you will be able to join us on Wednesday, January 26th @ 9:00 a.m., as we recognize our Cougars. 
Book Club
Students, listen for announcements in January!  Campden’s Book Club will be starting up once again.
	Important Dates in February  ... Please mark your calendars

February 4th
 
    Final installment for Camp Wanakita trip


February 9th
 
    Term One Report Cards go home


February 15th-18th
    Grade 5/6 trip to Camp Wanakita


February 21st 
    Family Day ~ school is closed


How Parents Can Support Students’ Learning at Home
Here are some easy-to-understand suggestions about what parents can do at home to support their child’s learning.  For example: 
· Set aside a specific time after school each day for your child to do homework. Be available to help your child without doing the work for him or her. 

· Demonstrate interest in your child’s learning by asking to see what he or she is working on. Talk to young children about their school experiences and discuss what they are learning. Let your child describe what is fun to learn and what is challenging or confusing. 

· Ask your child every day, “How was school today? Tell me the most interesting thing that happened.” 

· Demonstrate literacy and numeracy in your daily routines, for example, by reading newspapers, writing grocery lists, measuring, or calculating the cost of something. 

· Provide hands-on activities for young children such as preparing food, doing arts and crafts, and playing letter and word games. 

· Keep a fridge calendar that shows important dates about school projects and school events. 

· Limit television and other “technology time,” especially if your child has difficulty completing school work. 
From Talk About Assessment, Damian Cooper, p.277
Comprehension Strategy:  Retell the Story
When parents ask their children what happened in school that day, the response is usually one of two things.  Either they are given a play by play synopsis or they are given the single word answer, “nothing”.  The strategy of retelling is similar.  Retelling a story helps readers recall what is happening in the story they are reading.  It allows a reader to stop and monitor their understanding.  A retelling usually includes characters, setting, problems, and the solution or the main ideas of the text.  It involves telling what is important without telling too much.  Many times children struggle with the concept of weeding out what is important.  Often they either provide every single detail or they give a vague description that is hard to follow.  Use the following strategies to help your child be successful in retelling. 
· When reading with your child, stop to think about what you are reading.  Model this process aloud.  Stop and re-read if you can’t remember.

· When reading with your child, stop and have your child tell you what is happening in the story using the words: first, next, then, last and finally.

·  Use the following questions to prompt your child to think about the story being read:

Who were the main characters?

What problem did the main characters experience?

How was the problem solved?

How did the story end?

What happened first, next, and last?
· Allow your child to become comfortable with the strategy of retelling by retelling events they are familiar with.  This is where you can help your child focus on weeding out minor details by centering their attention on what’s important.  Use some of the following prompts or come up with some of your own:

· Tell me about the last time our family went out to dinner.

· Tell me about what you did at school this week.

· Tell me about a time when you went to a birthday party.

· Tell me about the first time you lost a tooth.
Ideas and strategies are taken from: The CAFÉ book, written by Gail Boushey & Joan Moser

French Links for Parents at Home
1. http://www.wordrefernce.com (translating single words)

2. http://www.lsfrench.com/beginners2.html (learn French for free online)

3. http://www.digitaldialects.com/French.htm (basic French sentences and games)
Math at Home
Mathematical literacy is just as important as reading literacy and just as you support your children by reading together you can also do math together.
· Model a positive attitude towards math

· Advocate how a good understanding of mathematics will help make sense of the world in the same way that effective reading does

· Math will turn up in the most unexpected places, learn to use those opportunities to help your child understand mathematics
With young children

· Identify the interesting math that lies in many of the stories that you read together
-
How many ducks are there now?

-
How long would it take to drive 80 km?

-
Are there enough chairs for everyone?  How did you know?
· Help your child to understand how numbers can be taken apart and recombined
-
I can’t carry all 12 books.  If I make 2 trips how could I move the books? (6 and 6, 7 
and 5, the 4 big books and then the 8 small books)
· Look for opportunities to have your child estimate time
-
How long will it take for us to clean your room together?  Let’s guess and then see 
how close we are.
· Encourage your child to explore money
-
I have 10 dollars. Will that be enough to buy a card that is $4.95 and wrapping 
paper that is $4.75?  How do you know?
With older children
· Play board and card games with your child

· Look at sports statistics and discuss them

· Share when you use mathematics; cooking, building, measuring, shopping

· Estimate time and distance with your child

· Have your child share in discussions about money
-
How long will it be before you can save enough money to buy a skateboard if you 
use your allowance and the money from your paper route?
Newsletter Draw Winners
Congratulations to this month’s newsletter draw winners.  They are Nate (JK), Maddison (Gr. 1) and Jenna (Gr. 5).
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THEATRE ARTS




SINCE 1997

Drama for Fun  ~  Grades 1 to 8

Dear Parents:

Drama for Fun consists of creating skits, games, drama activities and learning improv.

Classes will be divided by grades (1 – 3, 4 – 6 and 7 & 8) depending on enrollment, and will be offered for 10 weeks during one nutrition and fitness break each week. 

The fee is $50.00 per student, payable to Sunbit Theatre Arts.  Tax receipts will be handed out.  The school will be reimbursed $5.00 per student to go towards the Arts at Campden.

Please return the bottom portion of this notice by Thursday, January 13, 2011, if you are interested in having your child(ren) participate.

A. Morocco,

Vice-Principal.

------------------------------------(-----------------------------------(-------------------------------

Student Name: ____________________________________ Grade: _________________

Student Name: ____________________________________ Grade: _________________

Student Name: ____________________________________ Grade: _________________

Student Name: ____________________________________ Grade: _________________

Student Name: ____________________________________ Grade: _________________

Parent Signature: __________________________________ Date: __________________
 COUGAR COUNTRY EXPRESS 	    January, 2011


  4160 Fly Road        			         cam@dsbn.edu.on.ca


  Campden, ON    L0R 1G0               	           www.dsbn.edu.on.ca/schools/campden            


  Principal:  K. Leskiw-Janvary		            Vice-Principal:  A. Morocco  








Please sign & return for our newsletter draw.  Our family has read this newsletter:   





Parent’s Signature  ______________________________





			


Student’s Name(s) ___________________________Gr. ______; __________________________________Gr. ______  





                  _________________________________Gr.  ______; __________________________________Gr. ______








Secondary School Open Houses





If you have a student in Grade 8, then we hope you will be able to visit one of the following Open Houses:  Eden Secondary School, Monday, January 17th at 7:00 p.m.; Beamsville District Secondary School, Tuesday, January 18th from 6:30-8:30 p.m.; South Lincoln High School, Tuesday, January 18th from 7:00-9:00 p.m.











